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GAPE XN INFORMATION
COMMUNISTY CHIWA

AIRCRAFT INDOSTRY

BACKGROUND

1. One of the most important recent developments in Comwminist China la the
growth of an indigencus airersft industry. Informaticn on the deseription, mumerical
designation, production, and in some cases, location, of the producing faciiities in
Commmist Chins is almost totally lackimg. Kaowledge of the mcope, progress, prasent
production, and future intentions of the Chinese Commmnist sircraft industry is of
increasing strategic importance to the United States.

2. Information concerning the manufacture of aircraft in Commmist Chins 1s
insdequate, The folloving summary of information on alrcraft and airersft engine
cetegories is listed in order of importance. (1) Fighters: Series production of
fighters is limited to the Fresco (MIG-17} jet fighter in Mukden (Shen<Yang), the
center of the former Japanese aireraft industry in Msnchwrie. Thers is no firm
information concerning the rate of production, cumilative production, or future
production intentions at the Mukden plant. (2) Piston transports: Since late 1957
the Colt {An-Z) piston trassport bas been in seriss produstion at Nenchang Alrfraue
FPlaot Ho. 320, The Chinese Commpnist press has indicsted the Intention %o manufscture
the Crate {(Il-14) piston transport. There are, however, no current indleations of
this production. (3) Prototype aireraft and helicopters: During the psst 12 months
the Chinese revealed the manufacturs of several prototype sirereft and one protolype
helicopter. The prototype alreraft are primarily of the piston engine transport variety,
while the helisopter iz probebly simller ic the Soviet Hound (Mi-k). Although Chinese
intentions to produce the prototype sircrsft are as yoi wnknown, it ia belleved that
they may enter series producticn of the belicopter fin 1959, It is essuwsed that produc-
tion will take place in Harbin, the amncunced site of prototype construction. (k)
Alreraft sngines: VE-1 jet engines are currently menufactured in Mukden. The rate of
production asd cumdative production to dabe are unknown. While it is believed that
engines are mamufaciured in Chimm for the Colt piston tranaport, the rate of production,
camtlative production, and the smount of Soviet febricated compobents are unknown.

The airersft isdustry of Commmmnist Chine is largely located in three geographic
centers: Mikden, Nanchang, and Slan. Of these three centery, much less is known con-

cormiog the plant activitice around clez. N 22} 1 X6
It is in this ares that the wmost important 25X1X6

geps in information concerming the eireraft industry of Commmist China ars to be found.

The amount of investment in physicsl facilities and the cost of alreraflt pro~
duetion in Commnist Chine ave unknown. A knowledge of these figures would permit a
more sccurate esbtimate of production, of national strength, snd of future intentions
within the aircraft indusiry.
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3. Bources of Information: 25X1X2

b. (landestine Begg - Clandestine reports have been u::g:l mmdi::rrgiﬁug
the location Boale of effort at alrframe and aireraft mﬁdﬂm b;st e
of Fresco production st Makden, clandestine reports have provi a eﬂm b:wrc“ ronont
intormation concerning the plant, Potentislly, covert reporis offer

into sirersft preduction in Comrmunist China.
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ESTIONS

Production facilivien

1. Iscation
&» Where is the plant locabed?

b. What ils ite nome and numerical designation?
2. Description

8« What werse the dimensione of the verious bulldingsy

b Which bulldings within plant contained high bey areas?
3. Yachinery and tooling

&« What were the lavgest pleces of machinery seent

b Were any verticsl hydrauliec presses observed?

€. Were any large machines used to siretch sheet metal or extrusions over dles?
Freduction of Airfrems end Airveraft Eugines

Y. Fresco (WMIG-LT7)

a« In vhat year was the first domestically manufsctured MIG~LT produceds:

B. What is the present monthiy rate of production of the Fresco?
2. How many Fresco have been producsd to 4ste?

de Are therve any indications that a nev ailreraft will replsoe the MIG«17 in
production?

., Heve any Chineses-produced Frespo's beoen exportedi In what nunbers?
. What parte for the airframes are produced in the USER?

2, Colt s&n-&i

8. Are there any indications that s new airoraft will replsce the Colt in
production at Nanchang Alrfreme Flant No. 3207

b. Do the Chinese plan to export sny of the domestically produced An-2's?
¢. UWhat parts of the alrframe are manufestured in the USSRY
3. Poototype sirereft

2, Vhich of the prototype airoraft duilt im 1558 do the Chinese Communiste
Plen to produee’

Ba AL which plents will these airoraft be produced?

¢y Do the Chinege plan %o rely upon Hoviet design or do they intend to enter
the design and development field domestically?

1“! Alreraft mﬂr
8. What engine models have been groduced?
b. Whet is the monthly rate of production?

¢»  Are there indlcations of s change to a different model?
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Questions (Continued)

Cu Pradu;:t}gn Costs

1. Whaet were the airframe and alrframe spares costs of the first airveraft
produced? The hunmdredth sireraft? The thousandth alreraft?

2., What were the armement and armsment spares costs?
3. What were the elscironics and electronics spares costs?

he What were the engine and engines spares costs?
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